
How to Build the Swallow 
 
 

First of all, I’d like to be clear that I am 
NOT an experienced kite maker.  And my 
kites show it.  They aren’t aesthetically 
pleasing when you get up close to them.  
The glue can be seen and the tape doesn’t 
exactly have clean cuts.  Maybe some time 
in the future they’ll be more “cleanly” 
built.  But, I’ll tell you this… they 
certainly fly beautifully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When building the Swallow, there are only five main steps as I see it: 
A. Cut out the pieces 
B. Do the initial reinforcement 
C. Put in the spars and battens 
D. Do the final reinforcement 
E. Bridle the kite 

 
With the exception of possibly one or two items, all items, materials, and supplies are readily available 
to anyone from a nearby discount or home improvement store.  I’ll mention where I got mine, and how 
much it cost.  There are surely other options, and the ones I mention are just convenient to me. 
 
First, you need a working space.  Mine is a card table set up in a spare bedroom with a piece of 2’x2’ 
masonite to protect the card table ($1.37 at Home Depot). 
 
Below are the materials and supplies.  Although I’ll mention where I got them, I’m not endorsing any 
particular company. 
 
Materials Needed 

·  Skin – 18”x18” piece of mylar wrapping paper (roll from Dollar Store - $1.00.  I also bought a 
larger roll from Target for $3.99) 

·  Spine – 1/8” dowel (48” long for $.38 at Lowe’s) 
·  Battens – bamboo skewer (package of 100 from grocery store – about $1.50) 
·  Bow – .05” carbon fiber rod (48” piece from kitebuilder.com for $2.40) 
·  Bridle – waxed dental floss ($.87 from Wal-Mart) 

 
Supplies Needed 

·  Self-stick photo corners (box of 250 for $2.44 from Wal-Mart) 
·  2” clear package sealing tape (We already had this) 
·  ¾” Transparent tape (not Magic Mending Tape) – ($.77 at Wal-Mart) 
·  Contact cement ($2.67 from Wal-Mart) 


