CARIBBEAN KISKADEE
This is a kite plan provided by Dennis Ische from a book he has. It shows a very easy and quick method of
making a fighter kite. The pages of the kite making instruction are in landscape mode so set your printer
for landscape when printing them.
The 'wicker' or 'rattan' referred to in the instructions may be difficult to find. A good substitute is
'matchstick' bamboo. This style of bamboo is easy to find in the form of 'matchstick' bamboo shades or
blinds. They are typically available at stores such as Home Depot and Pier One.
One 'matchstick' bamboo shade has hundreds of pieces of matchstick bamboo in it. The shades come in a
variety of widths, just choose the width that fits your needs. The width will be the length of each piece of
matchstick bamboo. Just cut the strings that bind them together and you have hundreds of instant bows
and spines for these kites.
These bamboo sticks are easy to cut with wire cutters or just bend and break to the lengths you need.
One aspect of these is that each piece has a different degree of flex or stiffness and the flex is usually not
uniform along the length of the piece. When making the kite, select the pieces that have more uniform flex
or bend for the bow and the stiffer pieces for the spines.
These are good flying kites and are fun, quick and easy to make.
I often use 'bleeding' colored art tissue papers for the skins because they are beautiful kites in the sky! All
you do is stack a few different colored pieces of tissue on top of each other and drop water on the top layer
and allow the 'bleeding' inks to create beautiful patterns and colors on the tissue papers under the top layer.
I like the way the fighter kites fly that have tissue paper for the skins, but you can use plastic shopping
bags, garbage bags or almost any other lightweight material for the skin. The general technique of
construction can be applied to almost any fighter kite plan or design you want to make. The matchstick
bamboo creates a practical size limitation. You can experiment with it, but I find a kite with a spine about
16” long and a bow about 23” long is the maximum size.
BigGrins, Bruce

